
 
 
 
 

21 December 2001  
 
 
 
Dear Principal  
 

The Victoria Climbie Inquiry  
 
As you will be aware from the media, a statutory Inquiry into the death of Victoria Climbie is 
currently being held under the chairmansh ip of Lord Laming.  The Inquiry has been divided into two 
phases.  The first primarily backward-looking and concerned with events leading to the child’s 
death, to be completed this month.  The second phase in the New Year will be concerned with 
wider quest ions.  It will be forward-looking and directed to the question as to what 
recommendations might profitably be made which may help avoid, so far as possible, a tragedy of 
this sort happening again.  
 
Victoria’s carers had links with various churches and as a result a number of church leaders were 
required to give evidence at the Inquiry.  One of the issues raised concerns child protection 
awareness and training within the church, and in particular whether this formed part of the 
witnesses’ theological training.  I will be giving evidence in phase two of the Inquiry and I will need 
to address these issues.   
 
In view of the importance of this issue, I would be very grateful if you could spare some time to 
complete the attached questionnaire so that I can form an accurate picture of what is currently 
being provided (or planned) by theological colleges and Bible schools in the UK.  This letter is being 
addressed to colleges and schools offering full-time study of at least a year in length.  I propose to 
prepare a general report and will not be identifying individual institutions unless with your 
permission this would be helpful in, for example, mentioning areas of good practice which could 
perhaps be of particular help to the Inquiry and to others.   
 
In case you had not previously been aware of this agency, CCPAS is an independent Christian 
charity working across denominations and children’s organisations throughout the UK.  Our mission 
is to help churches, organisations and families create a safe environment for children and to 
respond to the needs of individuals who may have been abused.  We help churches to formulate 
child protection policies and safe practice and run about a hundred training and other events 
throughout the country every year (this includes the training of clergy and other leaders for a 
number of Catholic and Anglican Dioceses).  We also provide a helpline which includes an out of 
office hours service.  We are primarily supported by voluntary donations with grant aid also from 
the Department of Health and Trusts.   
 
I realise you are likely to be very busy as the new term commences but I would be grateful if you 
could return the questionnaire to me by 18 January 2002 at the very latest.   
 
With many thanks.   
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
DAVID PEARSON 
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